
 

SESSION TOPICS (please choose 1st and 2nd choice from each session) 

LOCATION:   
Spoon River College Canton Campus 
Conference Center, Engle Hall 
23235 N. Co. Hwy 22 
Canton, IL 61520 

Session I:  8:45 a.m.-9:30 a.m. 
 

Employment Law Update  
Davis & Campbell attorney, Chris Jump, will provide a    
general employment law update for 2020, including mandatory 
sexual harassment training requirements, the Illinois Workplace 
Transparency Act, minimum wage increases, and regulating 
recreational cannabis use in the workplace.   
 

The Not-So-Secret Formula for Successful Advertising  
In this new media landscape, running a business is more    
difficult and competitive than ever.  After jumping headfirst 
into the digital/social ocean, even some of the largest         
advertisers in the world are now re-thinking their marketing 
strategies.  Chris Postin will give you some of the reasons 
why, and you’ll take away some ideas that you can use to make 
your advertising more effective and memorable! 
 

Everyday Business Solutions 
Tory Davis and Don Ryan from the State of Illinois will 
cover the benefits of the State’s web-based Labor Exchange 
System, IllinoisJobLink.com and the various services          
employers are able to access through the department.  These 
services include Customized Recruiting Services, Workshops 
and Events, Hiring Incentives and Assistance with Labor   
Market information. 
 

Positive Communication  
What are some nicer ways to say things?  What do you want 
your customers thinking and feeling when they leave your 
business or see your sign?  Andrea Barbknecht will look at 
some positive communication strategies to improve how you 
interact with others, and possibly to (gasp!) improve the world 
in which we live! 

Spoon River College 
Attn: Andrea Barbknecht  
Office of Community Outreach 
23235 N. Co. Hwy. 22 
Canton, IL  61520 

Register by mail, by phone: (309) 649-6260 
or online at https://src.augusoft.net/  

Session II:  9:45—10:30 a.m. 
 

CyberSecurity:  Small Business = Big Target 
What do you need to know about the dangers facing small 
businesses in today’s connected world?  Nathan Chronister 
will teach you about the tactics cyber criminals use and how to 
protect yourself against them by following a layered approach 
to your security. 
 

Unleash the Hidden Power  
Learn techniques to reveal the hidden power within your   
employees!  Diana Pavley-Rock will coach you on how to 
discover the power through employee engagement and 
through learning and development.  This session will give you 
all the tools you need to unleash the power! 

 

Marketing Magic with Facebook  
Let Tracy Snowman walk you through a 45-minute BLAST 
of information about how you can market your business using 
the social media platform, Facebook.  Topics include:  building 
your brand, telling your story, posting do’s/don’ts, promotion 
tips, and digging in deeper to reach your target audience. 
 

#coaching2020 
In this session, Keynote speaker Amy Whiting-McCoy will 
discuss working relationships across generations.  She will 
share information relative to how members of different     
generations work with, learn from, and lead others.  Multi-
generational teams, co-workers and organizations can be   
highly effective and hugely successful, but only with a good 
look at one’s own actions, habits, and generational specific 
characteristics. 

Whether you’re thinking about starting a 
business, already the boss, or a valued  

member of the team— 
this conference is for YOU! 

Friday,  
February 28, 2020 

$25 tuition ($35 after 2/21) includes: 

 Light Breakfast Buffet 

 Keynote Address 

 3 Dynamic Educational Sessions 

 Brainstorming & Networking 

 

NEW THIS YEAR—Online Registration! 

Spoon River College, Canton Area Chamber of Commerce & the Spoon River Partnership for 
Economic Development present the Canton Business Institute! 

 

Canton 
Business 

Institute 

Special thanks to these partners for 
sponsorship of this program: 

 
 SRC Office of Community Outreach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Canton Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

 

 

 

 Spoon River Partnership for             
Economic Development 

 

Opening Remarks & Keynote:  8:00 a.m. 

Game Changers 
Keynote speaker Amy Whiting-McCoy will share encouraging words for leaders of all kinds of   
organizations, from employers to non-profits.  Learning and leading together, we can do more and 
be more with a positive culture, clear objectives and open communication.  Let’s kick off the day with 
positivity and fun!  Amy’s comments are intended to make you laugh, encourage you to think, and 
show you how to become a Game Changer for your teams.   

Canton 

Business 

Institute  

https://src.augusoft.net/


Mail  regist ra tion and payment  to :  
Spoon River College 
Attn:  Andrea Barbknecht 
Canton Community Outreach 
23235 N. Co. Hwy. 22 
Canton, IL 61520 
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For questions or to register: Call (309) 649-6260 
or email: andrea.barbknecht@src.edu  

SESSION TOPICS (continued) 

Registration deadline is February 21st! 
Registrations received after February 21st are 
$35/person. 
Please submit one form per participant and 
include your $25 check payable to Spoon 
River College.   
 

Session III:  10:45—11:30 am 
 

Beating Stress in the Workplace 
How can you beat stress in the workplace?  With chair 
yoga, of course!  Lindsey Larson will teach you several 
techniques to relieve physical and emotional stress.   
She’ll introduce you to breathing techniques, basic chair 
yoga postures, and a guided relaxation. 

 
Getting Your Squirrels & Sloths to Work Together 
We all have diverse people in our workplace, and  
sometimes it’s difficult to get them to work together.  
Jake Green will focus on harnessing the energy of your 
squirrels while taking advantage of the reliability of your 
sloths, and getting all of the animals in between on 
board! 

 
Planning for the Life of Your Business 

This presentation by Jim Boyd will cover everything 
from Start-Up, Sustaining Growth, and the Succession 
of your business.  Primary emphasis will be on planning 
for the exiting of your business for retirement or other 
endeavors.  You’ll come away with a better              
understanding of the importance of business planning 
and the time needed to accomplish all of your goals. 

Canton Business Institute 
Friday, February 28, 2020 from 7:30 a.m.– Noon 

Conference Center in Engle Hall, SRC Canton Campus 
Questions:  Call 309-649-6260 

7:30 a.m. Registration & Breakfast Buffet 
 

8:00-8:30 a.m.  Keynote Address by     
  Amy Whiting-McCoy— 
  Benefits Account Manager for 
  FirstMid Insurance Group 

 
 
Please mark your 1st and 2nd choices in each: 
 

8:45—9:30 a.m.       Session I Choices 

_____ Employment Law Update 

_____ The Not-So-Secret Formula for Advertising 

_____ Everyday Business Solutions 

_____ Positive Communication  

 
 
 

9:45—10:30 a.m.     Session II Choices 

_____ CyberSecurity:  Small Business = Big Target 

_____ Unleash the Hidden Power 

_____ Marketing Magic with Facebook 

_____ #coaching2020 
 
 
 

10:45—11:30 a.m.       Session III Choices   

_____ Beating Stress in the Workplace 

_____ Getting Squirrels & Sloths to Work Together 

_____ Planning for the Life of Your Business 

 
 
 

11:30 a.m.—Noon       Session IV  

 20 Ideas in 20 Minutes 

 Networking 

 Support our Community 

 

Information Required for Mail/Telephone    

Registrations: 

Name __________________________________ 

Business         

Address________________________________ 

City, State, Zip __________________________   

Date of Birth____________________________ 

Day Phone______________________________ 

Email___________________________________

By providing your e-mail address, you are agreeing to receive  

updates from SRC regarding upcoming offerings. 

 

Complete this form and return it along with a $25 fee payable to Spoon River College. 

Registration Form (Complete & Return)  

Session IV:  11:30 am—Noon 
 

20 Ideas in 20 Minutes 

We’ll gather back in the conference room where each 
presenter will give a 2-minute synopsis of their session 
topic.  You’ll be able to hear a little bit from everyone—
even the sessions you couldn’t attend! 
 

Networking 
Bring business cards to share with anyone you’d like to 
meet or who has impacted you today.  Touch base with 
fellow attendees and the presenters.  Networking is one 
of the most important ways to grow your business    
contacts and your customer base! 

 

Support Our Community 
Make your way into Canton to have lunch and continue 
networking at a local Chamber member restaurant: 

 Billy’s Tap 

 Black Maple Coffee 

 Cheesecakes by Cheryl 

 Don & Nancy’s  

 Dunkin Donuts & Baskin Robbins 

 Eats on the Streets 

 Hy-Vee Food Store 

 Jimmy John’s 

 Joe’s Place 

 La Fiesta 

 Linn Lanes 

 McDonald’s 

 Monical’s Pizza 

 Official Time Out 

 Pizza Hut 

 Taco Bell 

 The Sweet Shoppe 

 White Oak’s Sports Bar 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Lifelong Learning Conference—April 24 
Community Work Day—May 2 

Chamber Golf Outing—May 15 
Canton Cruise-In—June 19 

NEW OPTION:  Online Registration! 
Go to https://src.augusoft.net/  

https://src.augusoft.net/

